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Mission 

Welcoming Gainesville & Alachua County, Inc., (WG & AC) is a 501(c)(3) registered nonprofit 

dedicated to making Gainesville, Florida, an inclusive community that welcomes immigrants, 

international students, and refugees and celebrates diversity as a source of strength and 

innovation. Part of the nationwide Welcoming America network, WG & AC accomplishes this 

mission by creating and promoting immigrant-friendly policies, communicating welcoming 

principles and the benefits of inclusion among residents, and organizing programs and events 

that unite individuals from a variety of backgrounds. 

Vision                                                                                                                                         

The vision for WG & AC is to establish a city and county in which individual residents, local 

government, businesses, nonprofits, faith communities, institutions of higher learning and other 

organizations work together to create a climate that welcomes immigrants and supports their 

long-term integration into our community. This vision is founded in the principles of eliminating 

prejudice, celebrating diversity and assisting newcomers in becoming established in our 

community. 

History 

 

Welcoming Gainesville, Inc., was recognized by the IRS as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 

in 2015 ñto initiate and administer programs, projects, and events and provide services to make 

Gainesville an inclusive community . . . including immigrants and refugees.ò 

In 2016, the Gainesville City Commission and Alachua County Commission joined the 

Welcoming America network and designated Welcoming Gainesville, Inc., as the organization to 

administer the program. ñWelcoming Gainesville & Alachua Countyò was registered as a 

fictitious name in 2017. 

 

REQUIRED DECLARATION 

Welcoming Gainesville, Inc., d/b/a Welcoming Gainesville and Alachua County, is a Florida 

non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, Florida registration number CH47514.  A copy of the 

official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of 

Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the state.  Registration does not imply 

endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State.    

 

EIN: 81-0963933 
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WELCOMING 

GAINESVILLE

THE FIRST WELCOMING CITY IN FLORIDA

The Welcoming America Network

http://www.welcomingamerica.org/programs/our-network
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Our annual meeting was held on February 28, 2020, shortly after our keynote speaker, 

Gainesville Mayor Lauren Poe (above) returned from a visit to our Israeli and Palestinian 

sister cities.  

2020 Annual Meeting
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Each September, WG & AC joins the national Welcoming America movement to 

participate in ñWelcoming Week,ò which offers the opportunity to celebrate the 

contributions that immigrants, refugees, new Americans and foreign-born residents make 

each day to our community.  Through a variety of events, Welcoming Week highlights our 

diverse community, helps raise awareness about the challenges foreign-born residents face, 

and cultivates greater compassion and understanding for those who need our support. The 

2020 Welcoming Week kicked off on September 12 with this inspiring Welcoming America 

event: 
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On the final day of Welcoming Week, we joined with co-sponsors the Khadija Foundation, 

UNA USA of Gainesville, the River Phoenix Center for Peacebuilding and Sister City 

Program of Gainesville, Inc., to celebrate UN International Day of Peace. 
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