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Mission 

 

Welcoming Gainesville & Alachua County, Inc., (WG&AC) is a 501(c)(3) registered nonprofit 

dedicated to making Gainesville, Florida, an inclusive community that welcomes immigrants, 

international students, and refugees and celebrates diversity as a source of strength and 

innovation. Part of the nationwide Welcoming America network, WG&AC accomplishes this 

mission by creating and promoting immigrant-friendly policies, communicating welcoming 

principles and the benefits of inclusion among residents, and organizing programs and events 

that unite individuals from a variety of backgrounds. 

Vision                                                                                                                                              

The vision for WG&AC is to establish a city and county in which individual residents, local 

government, businesses, nonprofits, faith communities, institutions of higher learning and other 

organizations work together to create a climate that welcomes immigrants and supports their 

long-term integration into our community. 

This vision is founded in the following principles:            

Eliminating prejudice                                                                                                                
Celebrating diversity                                                                                                                              

Assisting newcomers in becoming established in our community 

 

History 

 

Welcoming Gainesville, Inc., was recognized by the IRS as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 

in 2015 “to initiate and administer programs, projects, and events and provide services to make 

Gainesville an inclusive community . . . including immigrants and refugees.” 

In 2016, the Gainesville City Commission and Alachua County Commission joined the 

Welcoming America network and designated Welcoming Gainesville, Inc., as the organization to 

administer the program. “Welcoming Gainesville & Alachua County” was registered as a 

fictitious name in 2017. 
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Building the Wall 

WG&AC co-sponsored UF Center for Arts in Medicine’s production of Building the Wall by 

Robert Schenkkan at the Civic Media Center. 

 

 

 

Written within weeks after President Trump’s election to office, Building the Wall projects the 

consequences of his anti-immigration campaign rhetoric turned federal policy. Two years into his 

presidency, that policy has resulted in the mass round-up of millions of undocumented 

immigrants, with their incarceration overflowing into private prisons and camps reminiscent of 

another century. The former warden of one facility, Rick, is awaiting sentencing for what 

happened under his watch. In a riveting interview with Gloria, a historian who has come seeking 

the truth, he gradually reveals how the unthinkable became inevitable. After each performance, 

including the preview, there was a talkback with collaborative partners and community leaders 

surrounding the topic of immigration in the United States. Proceeds from this event were donated 

to the Human Rights Coalition’s Community ID Drive.  
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Each September, WG&AC joins the national Welcoming America movement to participate in 

“Welcoming Week,” which offers the opportunity to celebrate the contributions that immigrants, 

refugees, new Americans and foreign-born residents make each day to our community. Through 

a variety of events, Welcoming Week highlights our diverse community, helps raise awareness 

about the challenges foreign-born residents face, and cultivates greater compassion and 

understanding for those who need our support. The 2019 Welcoming Week kicked off on 

September 13th with the Second Greater Gainesville International Gala, held at the historic 

Cotton Club Museum and Cultural Center, and concluded with the Greater Gainesville 

International Festival and UN International Day of Peace celebration at Depot Park on 

September 21st.  

Second Greater Gainesville International Gala 

The Gala celebrated the 150 years of Gainesville from a small town to a diverse, international 

center of culture, education, business, and innovation. It was an enchanting evening of 

entertainment, food, drink, arts and live music from different parts of the world, including an 

enchanting performance by Dance Alive National Ballet.  
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Greater Gainesville International Festival and UN International Day of Peace 

A first for Gainesville, the festival coincided with the United Nations’ International Day of 

Peace. International food, music, dance and other activities began at noon and culminated at 5 

p.m. with the reading of a UN proclamation on peace and a ceremony. Members of the Alachua 

County Faith Leaders Alliance each read a part of a community covenant which included a 

commitment to make the community safe, to examine how we may intentionally or 

unintentionally participate in systems that perpetuate hate and discrimination, and a pledge to 

speak out against oppression and injustice. Co-sponsors included the Khadija Foundation, UNA 

USA of Gainesville and the River Phoenix Center for Peacebuilding. 
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Naturalization Ceremonies 

Each month, representatives from WG&AC attend naturalization ceremonies in federal court. 

Our presence demonstrates support for new citizens. We share information regarding essential 

services and programs that may facilitate their transition to their new country. 

 

 

Welcoming Yard Signs 

 

Yard signs with the message “No matter where you are from we’re glad you’re our neighbor” in 

Arabic, English, and Spanish were the most successful project in 2017.  The signs originated 

with Immanuel Mennonite Church (Harrisonburg VA). They had spread rapidly to other 

communities when Board member Sam Trickey brought the idea to WG&AC in November 2016. 

The Virginia church deliberately had not copyrighted the signs and provided a printable format.  

 

The deeper purpose of the yard signs is to help people make their own statement that Gainesville 

and Alachua County are Welcoming Municipalities.  One woman who placed a sign in her front 

yard heard a knock at the door a few minutes later.  It was a Somali woman who lived down the 

street.  They had never met.  With tears, the Somali told our supporter how much the yard sign 

meant to her.  That exemplifies the deeper reason for the yard sign project.  
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Yard signs with the message “No matter where you are from we’re glad you’re our neighbor” in 

Arabic, English, and Spanish continue to be very successful. The signs originated with Immanuel 

Mennonite Church (Harrisonburg VA). They had spread rapidly to other communities when 

Board member Sam Trickey brought the idea to WG&AC in November 2016. The Virginia 

church deliberately had not copyrighted the signs and provided a printable format.  

Signs are available for purchase for $10/each. Contact us to arrange pick up 

 

English Conversation Partners 

 

WG&AC began working with the University of Florida’s English Language Institute and the 

Alachua County Library System’s Literacy Program to host an English language exchange 

program. The program now includes about 50 participants who spend one or more hours each 

week in conversation, typically in a local coffee shop or library, with the goal of improving 

English-language skills among non-native speakers. On average a new volunteer signed up to 

participate each week in 2019. This program brings native speakers who volunteer as teachers 

together with English learners for one hour a week. English partners can meet anywhere, 

anytime, and will speak in English in order to improve the learner's conversational skills. We try 

our best to match partners based on age, gender and language experience. 

https://welcominggainesville.org/contact/
http://www.eli.ufl.edu/
https://www.aclib.us/literacy
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Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority Inc. 

Lambda Theta Alpha Latin sorority provides social and cultural activities, carries on charitable 

and educational programs, promotes leadership, and maintains high academic standards and to 

serve as a voice for the communities of color.  

In 2019, the Chi Chapter at the University of Florida hosted a week-long event, the 21st Annual 

Unity Jam. It was founded to unite organizations for the common goal of raising resources for a 

national or local philanthropy. Welcoming Gainesville served as a partner of this event and 

scholarship. In 2019, a scholarship was awarded to an international student.  

In November, the sisters along with other volunteers from Welcoming Gainesville and Interfaith 

Friends visited detainees at Baker County Detention Facility. The sisters spoke to some of the 

more than 200 detainees. On their Facebook page, the Chi Chapter described the interaction as 

providing “a bit of color and humanity.” 

The sisters also volunteered at the Second Greater Gainesville International Gala.  
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Immigrant Justice Organizations Directory  

  

 

 

In addition, a newcomer resource guide can be found on the Welcoming Gainesville & Alachua 

County website at https://welcominggainesville.org/resources/. The guide provides an in-depth 

directory that can help new immigrants navigate finding access to basic needs, as well as medical 

and family-related resources.  

 

https://welcominggainesville.org/resources/
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Gainesville Sun  OP-ED Articles  

In 2019, Richard MacMaster, founder and former president of WG&AC, published several op-

eds in The Gainesville Sun focusing on the rights of the refugee and immigrant community in 

Gainesville and throughout the country. Saeed Khan, on the Board of Directors of WG&AC, also 

published numerous articles on interfaith and international peace-building.  

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some of the headlines:  

Richard MacMaster: Respond to immigration by ‘welcoming the stranger’ 

Richard MacMaster: Churches provide sanctuary to undocumented immigrants 

Richard MacMaster: Making new neighbors feel welcome  

Saeed Khan: Come together for peace   

Saeed Khan: A common link between Christians and Muslims 

 

 

Baker County ICE Detention Center Visits 

Nationwide, there has been a push from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) to 

make churches a sanctuary for undocumented immigrants. In Gainesville, one group of 

Lutherans has been working on just that. The University Lutheran Church, a member of the 

Interfaith Alliance for Interfaith Justice, works to assist immigrants in the community. With help 

from Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services, Joan Anderson, a member of the 

congregation, initiated Baker Interfaith Friends. For the past four years, Baker Interfaith Friends 

has visited the Baker Detention Center for the past four years. Their mission is to bring 

compassion and friendship to the immigrants held in the detention center through the monthly 

visits, as well as letter-writing and prayer. They also assist refugees resettled in Jacksonville and 

migrant workers in Alachua County.  

 

https://www.gainesville.com/opinion/20190610/richard-macmaster-respond-to-immigration-by-welcoming-stranger
https://www.gainesville.com/opinion/20190813/richard-macmaster-churches-provide-sanctuary-to-undocumented-immigrants
https://www.gainesville.com/opinion/20190911/richard-macmaster-making-new-neighbors-feel-welcome
https://www.gainesville.com/opinion/20190913/saeed-r-khan-come-together-for-peace
https://www.gainesville.com/opinion/20191219/saeed-khan-common-link-between-christians-and-muslims
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Interfaith Encounters  

The Interfaith Encounter Association is dedicated to promoting peace in the Middle East through 

interfaith dialogue and cross-cultural study. The Gainesville group's focus is enhancing our 

community and continuing IEA's work outside of the Middle East. On March 7, 2019, WG&AC 

co-sponsored a visit to Gainesville by Executive Director Yehuda Stolov and Board Chair 

Ibrahim Mustafa for public presentations about their work at B’nai Israel Synagogue and 

Westminster Presbyterian Church. The events were co-sponsored by IEA Gainesville and the 

Jewish Council of North Central Florida. 
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Fundraising 

  

We began a membership program, based on 352, the area code for Alachua County.  Individuals 

are $3.52 per month ($42.24 per year), families are three times that ($10.56 per month; $126.72 

per year) and businesses and organizations ten times ($35.20 per month; $422.40 per year).  

Payment is via PayPal or direct donation.   

 

 

REQUIRED DECLARATION 

Welcoming Gainesville, Inc., d/b/a Welcoming Gainesville and Alachua County, is a Florida 

non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, Florida registration number CH47514.  A copy of the 

official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of 

Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the state.  Registration does not imply 

endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State.    

 

EIN: 81-0963933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Welcoming Gainesville and Alachua County 2019 Annual Report 

 

 

2019 Income and Expenses Report 

  

 

Cash on Hand (as of January 1, 2019)    $1,046  

 

Total Income for 2019      $6,098  

 

Donations, Memberships, and Yard Sign Sales   $1,305  

 

Grants         $4,793  

 

Total Expenses for 2019      $5,974  

 

Florida Humanities Council programs     $2,254  

 

International Center Shared Office Rent   $1,500  

 

Event costs       $1,330  

 

Bank and corporation expense     $474  

 

Chamber of Commerce membership    $350  

 

Web presence        $66  

 

Cash on Hand (as of December 31, 2019)    $1,170  

 

 

Report submitted February 28, 2020, by Randolf M. Wells, Treasurer and Board Member, 

Welcoming Gainesville, Inc. d/b/a Welcoming Gainesville & Alachua County.  

 

Inquiries at (352) 318-9410; WelcomingGainesville@gmail.com; or Greater Gainesville 

International Center, UF Innovate Hub, 747 SW 2 Ave, Suite 201, Gainesville, FL 32601. 


